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INTRODUCTION

According to no. 108804/04.08.4020 joint letter of the Regional Governors of Western Macedonia and
Peloponnese, which was sent fo the Secretary General of Agricultural Policy & Management of
Community Resources, a propos#l is made for the inclusion of certain local communities (LAU2) in the
regions of Western Macedonia |and the Peloponnese for support under sub-measure 13.3 "Areas
affected by specific constraints”.

Following this proposal, the consulting team was mandated to explore the possibilities to include these
LAUZ under the areas with specific constraints.

The analysis was based on the Jarm Structure Survey 2016, by the Hellenic Statistical Agency and a
relevant study by the Geotechnjcal Chamber of Greece, focusing especially on the transition of the
Region of West Macedonia.

The agricultural sector in the Region of Western Macedonia has been declining over the last 10 years
with a decrease in the valu¢ of production, the number of farms and gross fixed capital
formation. Competitiveness is low due to structural problems (small size, fragmentation), but also the
absence of business-based cooperative marketing schemes. Between 1990-2007 the change in the
total agricultural holdings is -1(%, while the corresponding reduction percentage is higher in the
period 1980-2007 (-28%).

In particular, the indicators of agricultural land abandonment ( 30.58% Peripheral Unit of Grevena,
17.68% Peripheral Unit of Kopani and 22.16% Peripheral Unit of Arcadia) [Hellenic Statistical
Authority - 2018] and reductiorn of agricultural employment / farms in recent years and pre-transition
period, bring these areas in the op places (and well above the national average) among the regions of
the country with the greatest risk of abandonment of agricultural land and agricultural activity. The
proposed local communities off the prefectures of Kozani, Grevena and Arcadia of the Transition
Regions, refer to purely rural afeas with 19.7% and 51.4% (respectively) of the total number of
employees to be employed in Agriculture (2018), which are at serious risk of abandoning agricultural
land and agricultural activity. After the recent commitment of the Greek government to cease the
activity of coal mining units by 2028, these areas will face particularly increased dropout risk of
farmland and destabilization of their economic - social cohesion, since there is a serious loss of one of
the main sources of income, derived from coal mining activity. It is therefore necessary to immediately
support active farmers for staying in these areas, continuing agricultural activity, maintaining a living
countryside, and maintaining orlimproving the environment under Article 32.4 Reg. (EU) 1305/2013.

It should be stressed that othdr regions in prefectures with similar abandonment indicators (other
than transition regions), have b¢en already characterized as mountainous areas or areas with natural
constraints, according to the corresponding criteria, in addition to their specific constraints. That is
why the proposed local communities are so limited in number and size.

In addition, without any support, the abandonment of agricultural activity and agricultural land use in
these local communities will legd to further deterioration of their socio - economic situation (risk of
poverty, aging, unemployment- | especially in young people and women, depopulation, lack of
competitiveness, etc.), which is plready bad in comparison with other regions of the country and the
EU. The primary sector in thege areas plays a key role for their socio-economic cohesion and, as
pointed out in the transition stfategy, should play an even more crucial role in the transition to the
new development model of thege Regions.

The aid should be granted to acfive farmers managing agricultural land in these local communities, to
motivate them to stay and cultiyate their agricultural land, since their main source of income, namely
coal mining, will be lost. Incentiyizing active farmers in these regions to keep on managing agricultural
land, is a prerequisite for achjeving the key objectives of the Spatial and Socio - Economic Just
Transition Framework, including production restructuring and the "reconstruction” and redesign of
the business development prospects of the three economic sectors (primary, secondary and tertiary).



The Local Communities (LAUZ2}
Constraints are as follows:

hroposed to be included in the Scheme of Areas Affected by Specific

Kozani: Local Communities of Acukopiov, MoAdyag, NeamoAng, llemovidg, Mepiotépag, Andovoxwpiov,

Aldkpwvog, Aflokdotpou, Av

Poxwpiov, MoAvAdkkov, MuAwpiov, Podoxwpiov, XepepwoL kat

Tpamnelitoag. These Communitigs belong entirety to the Municipality of Voio.

Grevena: Local Communities] of Ayiov Tswpyiov, Andoviwv, EAevBepov, Kifwtov xau
KAnuotakiou. These Communitigs belong in entirety to the Municipality of Grevena.

Arcadia: Local communities of Mavpidv, Kumapiosiov, Bwkviag, Xwpéum, Tpimotduov, Neoxwpiov
Avkooovpag, Behtyootiig, EMnvitoag, Motapudg, ZovAapiov, Agovtapiov, Paopudtn, [epiforiwy,
AvBoywpiov, T'épupag, Meyodpmorews, MapabBovorng, IMMAdkas, Zovdov, Katoipmodn, Zovng,
TpAé@ov, Néag EkkAncovAag kgt Makpuoiov. These Communities belong entirety to the Municipality

of Megalopolis.

These LAU2 are presented in the following map:

.

The spatial impact is presented [n the following table.
Artidle 32(1).c Article 32(1}).c Article 32(1).c
Current Proposed Total with the proposed
deljmitation addition addition
UAA (ha) 203.934,92 17.819,70 221.754,62
% Total UAA 4,14% 0,36% 4,50%




% Country 1/54% 0,34% 1,88%

LEVEL OF SUPPORT

The level of support in these areas remains the same as the one estimated for the rest of the areas
with specific constraints.

SOURCES:

e Study by the Geotechnicgl Chamber of Greece:
https://www.geotee.gr/MainNewsDetail.aspx?CatID=1&ReflD=23158&TablD=2

e Farm Structure Survey 20016, by the Hellenic Statistical Agency
https://www.statistics.gl/documents/20181/76d51b89-18ed-426b-8227-01790d9c2a3d




